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Shall We Go To Afriea?

(No. 2.)

Whence and how came we here?
Is thed question for discussion in this
paper.

So far as the generation walch
saw the conclusion of hostilities be-
tween the two great sections of this
country in 1365 are concerned, It
weoere needless to discuss this phase
of the subject. But for the benefit
of those bormn since that time and
many whom possibly never heard of
the “middle passage,” we sghall have
“some what to may.

That the present race of Negroes
now living in the United States are
descendants of natives of Africa who
were kidnapped and otherwise got-
ten possession of, brought to this
country and sold into slavery Is a
fact too patent to be discussed. Most
1l N Afty of age
now ving here have some personal
knowledge and some of them
sonal experience of the dreaded mid-
dle passage

As Iate 1858, three years be-
fore the breaking out of the war be-
tweon the siates, two

Rll NegrToes above ears

e
I
per-
ns

slave shipa

laden with native Africans we ap-
tured by United States revenue cut-
ters off the coast of 8B 1 lina
and brought into Cha n bor
where for a day or two the Were
inspected by all who eared to pay the
price of an excursion on a steamer
or sall boat The writer saw

often while passing on the steamboat

plying between Charleston and Mt
Pleasant. They were finally sent
back to the shores of Africa and
turned loose possibly to be recap-
tured and reshipped to the slave
markets in the Southern States of
this country or South America.

The manner of disposing of thes
poor creatures on bon the slave
ship for passage to America was too
haorrible for description But this-
tory is history and there Is no use
in mincing matters

Prone on the bare floors of the
lower and upper decks of the
ships, without regard to sex and in
a nude st t ¢ | ple were row-
ed along o oom igh
betweon PASEAER of ona to
give 1} a sip of water or a crust
of bre in cramped and un-

comfor
to the

Osition withoutl reer

of nature, they were
compelled to remain from the em
barkation to the disembarkation
The resultar gtench and  disease
were somet fearful and hundred
died and we buried at sea Whe
it ia remembered that in those days
it took months for the

calls

t

crossing of

the ocean, it may be fmagined what
must have been the suffering of
these poor unfortunate belngs

This Is what was known ss the

middle passage After the arrival in
this country came the separation of
near and dear relations—the barter-
ing of human flesh and blood for the
flithy gain of gold. Aund let me not
fail to wnote here, that not only was
the southern white man engaged in
his nefarious traMc but northern
white men particularly were engaged
in

it, together with white men of
almost every nationality upon the
earth.

It was a ruthless, brutal business
and hardened and brutalized to the
last extreme all who engaged In it
It 1s sald that the great majority of
Africans brought to this country
came froem the Guinea coast and ter-
ritory adjacent thereto,

Be that as it may, it is reasonable
to suppose that as the bulk of the
people brought here were those cap-
tured In the various and constant
tribal wars and sold by their cap-
tors to the white slave ships which
were always hovering about the
coasts, that the supply was drawn
from every part of the continent,
and that the present race in Ameri-
C€a represent not only the warlike
Abyssinians and Zulus but even A-
rablans, Egyptians, Tripolitans, Al-
gerlans and Moroccoans, Of course
these latter in Ereatly less degree,
but they are there all the same.

Prof. J. C. Hazeley, a native Af-
rican Negro who travelled in the U-
nited States In 1878-79 In the Inter-
est of the American Colonization So-
ciety told the writer that it Was a
matter of amusement and pastime
for him while walking through the
streets of Richmond to pick ont per-
sons descended from the different
tribes of the African races.
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~Picnies and suppers! That's
the talkc. Mr. N. Winston takes
'‘phone orders just as promptly as
:rm does written ones. Call and see

s
WANTED—Young colored woman
In automobile works in surburb of
Ch to act as assistant to ladies
operate their own cars; to learn
to operate cars, to take charge of
cars on shopping tong ate. Ex-
perience unnecessary t must be
intelligent, neat, of good address, ete
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Major Penrose Declares Soldiers

NOT GUILTY'!

The Evidence Changed Him. Surprising Hap-
penings at the Brownsville Investigation.

TESTIMONY OF

WILL THE -PRESIDEN TR

L Washington Post, April 4 1807.]

Testimony of unusual interest was
Brownsville

investigation before the Senate
on Mllitary Affalrs, the chie
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TEXANS IMPEACHED—COULD NOT HAVE IDENTIFI
WERE

actlons of the citizens toward them
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Lieut. L.ecl
taken by bullets that penet
es In Brownsville and came 1 According to . ony of Maj
conclusion that the bullets could not | Penrose, he wid t 13 his men
have been fired by soldiers in the |had g Ty | the fol-
barracks lowi when Capt. Macklin
Maj. Penrose has been acqultted|foun 1 nd shells outside the
by court-martial on charges of ne-|garrison wall, at the mouth of what

J. A. LANKFORD, M. S.

ARCHITECT.

glect of duty, while the same murt-'

martial found that the men of the
Twenty-fifth Infantry were guilty.
Notwithstanding this finding Maj.
Penrose asserted his confldence now
in the innocence of the men, although
at first he thought them guilty. In
reply to a question by Senator For-
aker he sald the Negro soldiers had
not been represented by counsel at
the court. Neither Maj. Penrose nor
’I;.Inut. Leckie have been cross-exam-
ed.

MAJ. PENROSE WAS AWAKE.

Maj. Penrose testified that he was
awake when the firing began, on the
night of August 13, and immediate-
ly dressed upon Mearing two pistol
shots from the road, he thought, in
the vicinity of the guard house. His
story as to the shooting, the ecall to
arms and for formation and dispo-
sition of the companies during the
succeeding hours tallied with that
told by other officers.

He testified to sending Capt. Lyon
with Company D to patrol the town
and of his return, accompanied by
Mayor Combe and his brother, Joe
Combe, and of their statement that
soldlers had done the shooting. Af-
ter a general discussion between the
Combes and officers of
fifth Infantry, Maj. Penrose sald
that the mayor asked to speak to him
In this talk the witness sald that

is known as the Cowan Alley. His
feeling that the men were gullty was
strengthened by not finding any
marks of bullets In the barracis
walls on the sides next to the town.

The witness detailed his meeting
with a clitizens’ committee on the
morning of August 14, when a de-
mand was made for the surrender of
the perpetrators of the attack to clv-
i1 authorities. He told the commit-
tee that as soon as the guilty men
could be discovered he would surren-
der them, and that in the meantime

prevent a recurrence of the firing.
The latter statement was in response
to questions as to what steps had
been taken to Insure agalnst Negro
soldiers making another attack.

The direct examination of Maj.
Penrose had not been concluded when
the committee adjourned for the day.

Prior to the examination of Maj.
Penrose, testimony was given by Maj
Joseph P. O'Neil, of the Thirtieth In-
fantry, concerning tests at Fort Mc
Intogh, to determine whether 1 8
possible to distinguish between white
and Negro soldiers and Mexicans
wearing khaki uniforms at night, at
a distance of fifty feet or more. The
evidence was largely technical.

SHOTS NOT FROM BARRACKS.

told him that none of
Lh hould

Yhe was taking every precaution to}.
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Ald Insurance Company (Ine.) the
plans and specifications for their

Thos. M. Crump, Sec'y.

£
E
$

, 'Virginia,

eld L anAtrd & Bro
efredlecla,
36k M1 Wash DC.
Southern Aid Society’s New Home Office Building,

B. L. Jordan, Assistant Sec'y.

John A. Lankford, M. 8. and Bm.ibove the doorway is a large male
Noted Negro Architects and lion carved artistically out of a mas-
Builders of Washington, D. C. De- give stone and to the right and left
sign Amnother Large Building for of the door are two llon ©eads set in

the walls showing the emblem of
strength and beauty combined which

Virginia.

Mr. John A. Lankford, the noted'is very appropriate to the Company,
architect was in the city this week.|for it Is the strongest Industrial In-
He came to present to the Southern surance Comnany fn the State of

On the first floor of the building

new headquarter bullding, which will {5 the main lobby and home

office for

be located on North Second Street the company, on the second floor are
the office rooms for the public and a
large Board room and assembly room
The plans and speclfications were for the agents. The third floor is

on the present site of thelr headquar- l
ters now.

unanimously accepted. It Is a beau completely set aside for office pur-
tiful bullding of classical design of poses for the publie.
the Roman c¢lass, trimmed

It will be the
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Salaried Positions,
Are

offered men and women with

small means to represent us In all
e | ipal cites, lxperience un-
eces For information, enclose
Consolidated Order of ;'."l'.'lll'l::jl,
Roanoke, Virginl
=mo
.
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You'll want jce-cream
fectioneries, that's why we rée-
minding wvou that Mr. N Vinston
will fill your order. See announce-
ment.

and con-

are

—Mrs. Anna Brooks
went a successful
Virginia Hospital has returned to
her hiome, No. 10 W. Baker Street.
She is yet confined to Yer room.

under-
at the

\\'lur
operation

—There will be a Spanish-Ameri-
can Contest Drill, at True Reform-
ers Hall, Tuesday, April 16, 1907,
for benefit of 3rd St. A. M. B and

St. Phillips P. E. Churches. Admis-
sion 206cts,

—Mr. James N. Vandervall of E.
Orange, N. J. ealled on us, he is here
visiting relatives and friends and
looking over the scenes of his calld-
hood.
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GAINS—TAYLOR.

The marriage of Miss Sarah Tay-

lor, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Eze-
kiel

Taylor, Ellerson, Va. to Mr.
Richard Galnes . ok place April 4,
1907. The bride and groom left

for Coatsville, Pa. their future home.
. .

t02 R
Farmer's Conference.
A Farmer’s Conference will be

held at the John A. Dix Industrial
School, Dinwiddie, Va. Wednesday,
10:30 A. M. April 24th, the program

is as follows:

Economic Farming, Mr. A. E.
Bishop of the Agricultural Depart-
ment, Hampton Normal and Agri-
cultural Institute,

PRICE, FIVE CENTS.

The Students Ideal of a Man for the
President of Virginia Theological
Seminary and College.

The following article appeared in
the Christian Organizer but it did
not appear in full

Looking over the past record of
our school we see that it has risen
under able Jeadership from
an insignificant school to a col-
lege of rex and owing to the
racial contl in the Southland,
& Virginia Theologleal Seminary
and College must pilot the way, and
f keep the door of higher education
! n to the Negro youth

; Wi it has pleased Almighty

F sod from wus our beloved

! 1 great intellect-

ored son of
nd scholarship
were a stime-
As n  President
proved himself able
rgency. As a Pres-
he was able to settle all dif-
ference satisfactory to all. A3 @
teacher he stood second to none
man we con-
' him by a man
be a reflection
r dead chieftain, and a mark
ey of the work In gener-
nt desiring to
of the
known to
nception of the
s \I.'.‘ !Jt‘]]!"l"‘
thoroughly

perpetunt the principles

il

olutely neces-

should be of
standing, as
ipensible to
the immortal
» did

ot
[

not only
sullty of

WaAS L

ind nat
ndship and per-
al interest ould be entirely
canse¢ where these are
are blinded to the
Litution.
approaching when
must be filled and
as it is In the power of the Trustee
Board to elect a president, we nope
be In t} * Judgment to
not wanting in any of
We stand ready to
having the above
ations

the perpetuntion of the

an

THE STUDENT BODY
the unanimous vote of
dent body.
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Ralph W. Tyler Made Anditoy For
Nuvy Department,

Ralph W. Tyler, the Columbus,
Ohiao Negro, whom the President
for a time had In mind to appoint to
some Fderal office In Ohlo, yester-
day was appolnted auditor for the
Navy Department at a salary of $4,
000 a year.

Tyler wad recommended for an
Ohlo office by Booker T. Washington
the well-known Negro educator, and
the President originally intended to
make bhim surveyor of the port of
Cincinnatl. Serious objection was
raised to this by the people of Cln-
cinnatli and the politiclans, and the
Presldent reconsidered %his contem-
plated action.

It is a matter of history that when
it was announced that the President
had Tyler In mind for the Cincin-
nati office, to succeed Surveyor
Smith, prominent Republicans (n
that city notifled Congressman Long
worth, the President's son-in-law,
that the appointment would be n
mistake and would be received gen-
erally with disfavor. It was report-
ed at the time that such an ap-
pointment might prove embarrass-

ing to the political iuterests of the-
party.

t{H

Springtime calls for the most pro~-
Eressive men and women In every
family to look about for a place near
some good town on which to build
a home. This opportunity has been
offered to PLANET readers for the
past three years in Woodville, the
colored people’s suburb, just outside
the capital city of Richmond, and a-




